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Liberal tendencies $ the Academy is far more exclusive than
the House of Lords.

We have insisted upon the case of the French Academy,
because it offers a clear-cut symbol of our general problem: the
social approach to the study of literature. It is hard to separate
cultural from social values, and "social" is a willfully ambigu-
ous term which may refer to the interest of the community as
a whole, or to the preservation of an established hierarchy.
"The best literature is the one which is enjoyed by the best
people, and the best people are those who move in the best
circles"; the present temper of the French Academy is an ex-
ample of this confusion.

The influence of Royal Courts and aristocratic drawing
rooms is exactly of the same nature. A Court, like the Acad-
emy, is supposed to be a place where all superiorities congre-
gate, in the service of the realm $ and such an ideal was almost
realized under Louis XIV. A Court is an exalted salon, and a
salon is a private court: minor courts, like that of the Grand
Duke of Weimar, and princely circles, like that of the Duchess
of Maine at Sceaux, are intermediate stages which reveal the
kinship. Courtesy and etiquette prevail in both cases. A sov-
ereign, if he knows his trade, will adorn his court with great
dignitaries, field marshals, cardinals, and, if possible, a few
men of genius. Exactly in the same way, an ambitious hostess
will seek out, to grace her drawing room, celebrities of all
kinds, leaders of church and state, artists, writers.

This "social" influence was already great in the late Middle
Ages; greater still in Renaissance Italyj it was the brilliancy
of the Italian Courts that induced northern kings and nobles to
become patrons of all the arts. It was a luxury becoming a
sovereign and a gentleman: art and aristocracy borrowed luster
from each other. This factor does not explain the whole of
literature, but it is far from negligible. Rousseau, for instance,
the primitivist, the rebel against sophisticated society, was him-
self a product of that society. When he was only a provincial